The Hotel 4 Cats Caters To Felines

When Marge and Chris Colas used to take their cats o
be boarded, the cars scemed to be stressed when they picked
them up o take them Bome. T he couple felt ke it was
because they had been boarded in the same kennels as dogs
were boarded. 5o, the Caolases decided they should open a
boarding facility for cars only.

Thus sprang the ibea tor The Hotel 4 Cars, a new boarding
facility the couple has opened in Mooresville strictly for pets
of the feline persuasion, Although the facility on East Center
Avenoe 15 new 1o Mooresville, '|'r|:|n:|ntil'|g cats 1% not mew to the
Colas family. Marge Colas ran a similar boarding facility that

was very popular among cat owners in Flemingron, N J. where

the couple lived before moving to Mooresville,

At The Hotel 4 Cars, the Colases provide a soothing,
comfortable environment for cars. The hotel is a seven-room
house, 2 former doctor's office, which they have remodeled
to meet state requirements for boanding facilities. The couple
has endeavored o set up the kennel like®s hotel, complete with
check in and check our times. They refer o the cats as “our
j_.-.l.u:-h"
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SCheck imois B o oo 10 am, and 4 .t fi e, anad check
out time is at 10 am. like at a hotel,” savs Chinis Colas. “As
gz as they are packed up by the checkout time at 10 a.m. the
next day, the owners are only charged for one day. Thar works
well for business people who may have delayed Hights and
things like that.”

Cat owners have a choice of accommadations for their
pets. Single cars are housed in three-level luxury cat condos
complete with shelves covered with rubber-backed lambs
woal and soft bedding, Cat families can board together in the
cat palace — a fi-foot by 5-foot condo with five levels that can
house as many a3 seven cats from the came family, They can
choose from three types of dry cat food and one type of wet
'rl:u::u‘l ur]rl."llls 1|h.:i|' i, E}wrh;'h ] T | rlil‘:i,;l:ti Bin I:ll"i1'|!,;
their cats’ toys and bedding to provide a sense of familianity
“I"I'ijl.',‘ &t IIII.' E‘u:l[l:l.

Special classical music - Beethoven and Chopin with cat
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The reason: =W have read that cars become more relaxed
when they hear classical music,” says Chris Colas.

Far the enpwmient of their puests, the comdos are located
near windows and every window has a bird feeder in from
of it.

“Chur goal is 1o earn the animal’s truse,” says Chiris Colas. =
We make every effort wo try bonding with them. We feel it is
very important to have this bond with our guests,

“In Mew Jersey, we had several cat owners who boarded
with us say their cars did not like being boarded, but after
leaving them with us, the owners became dedicated customers
hecawse their cats got very comfortable, so much so that they
did not want to keave. What sets us apart is that we really make
the effort. Even cats that are vicious, we make the effort w get
to know them.”

The facility opened at the end of January and Roger and
Sue Marrow of Sherrills Ford were one of the first customers.
The couple applauded the Colas for making the effort to get
to know each cat’s personalivics and likes and dislikes.

“They have stayed in many different cateries over a good
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contented,” says the Marrows. “For the very first time when
we arrived to pick them up, they did not react 1o our voices or
stand up to let ws know they were ready 1o come home. The
were extremely happy 1o be in their surroamdings”

Fach guest gets bots of attention. Daily brushings and
peettings ane a part of the moutine,

Cleanliness is also a priority.

“People would come inour place in New Jersey and <ay the
could not belicve we baarded cats there because there was no
smell. We try 10 keep a very pristine place,” says Chris Calas,

If reque sted, the Hotel for Cats also will take cars in their
care to the groomer or to the veterinarian. The Colas also
prowicle pickup service for cats that need transportation to the
hatel.

“Our priority is o keep the cars as comfortable and as happy
a5 when they arrive here because we really care about them,”
he explaing, “There is a lot of love involved in this business.” €&
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